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1 This chart represents only a summary of the requirements at each level.  Please visit www.mi-aimh.org for full details about both the requirements and the competencies. 

MI-AIMH ENDORSEMENT (IMH-E® LEVELS OF COMPETENCY1 
 Infant Family  

Associate 
Level I 

Infant Family  
Specialist 
Level II 

Infant Mental Health  
Specialist  
Level III 

Infant Mental Health Mentor  
Clinical, Policy, or  
Research/Faculty 
Level IV 

Education Masters or Bachelors degree Masters or post-graduate degree Masters, post-graduate, doctorate, post-doctorate 
Work Experience 

CDA or Associate’s degree or 
2 years early childhood 
experience AND/OR 
Two years in the infant, early 
childhood, and family field 

Minimum 2 years in the infant, 
early childhood, and family field 

Minimum 2 years post Masters 
in the infant, early childhood, 
and family field 

Minimum 3 years post Masters in the infant, early 
childhood, and family field 

In-service Training Minimum 30 hours Minimum 30 hours Minimum 30 hours Minimum 30 hours 
Membership in  
MI-AIMH or other 
IMH association 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Code of Ethics Signed 
 

Signed Signed Signed 

Endorsement  
Agreement 

Signed Signed Signed Signed 

Reflective  
Supervision or  
Consultation 

N/A Minimum 24 clock hours within a 
one to two year time period while 
working with infants, toddlers, & 
families 

Minimum 50 clock hours within 
a one to two year time period 
while working with infants, 
toddlers, & families 

Clinical:  Minimum 50 clock hours within a one to 
two year time period while working with infants, 
toddlers, & families 

Reference Ratings Three  
(from current program 
supervisor, teacher, trainer, 
consultant, or parent/service 
recipient) 

Three  
1. Current program supervisor, 
teacher, trainer or consultant. 
2. Person providing reflective 
supervision/consultation. 
3. Another supervisor, teacher, 
trainer or consultant; or a 
colleague. 

1.  Current program supervisor, 
teacher, trainer or consultant. 
2.  Person providing reflective 
supervision/consultation. 
3.  Another supervisor, teacher, 
trainer or  
consultant; colleague; or 
supervisee (if applicant is a 
supervisor). 

Three 
(Please see Level IV Requirements document for 
specific guidelines for who should complete 
reference rating forms for Clinical, Policy, and  
Research/Faculty  
applicants). 

Written Exam No No Yes Yes 
Professional  
portfolio 

Applicant will submit a professional portfolio that demonstrates that he/she has met both the requirements and the competencies specified at each level.  Details 
about competencies can be found in the publication Competency Guidelines. 


